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Our Herstory
Michelle Burnett, SIA’s Executive Director/CEO 







Soroptimist 
International
EDUCATE EMPOWER ENABLE



A global volunteer organization that 

provides women and girls with access 

to the education and training they need 

to achieve economic empowerment, 

especially those facing significant 

obstacles.

Our Mission





Soroptimist International of the Americas Regions

•América del Sur

•Brazil

•Camino Real

•Central East Coast

•Desert Coast

•Eastern Canada 

•Founder

•Golden West

•Japan Chuo

•Japan Higashi 

•Japan Kita

•Japan Minami 

•Japan Nishi 

•Korea

•Mexico/Centroamérica

•Midwestern

•North Atlantic

•Northwestern

•Peaks to Plains

•Philippines

•Sierra Nevada

•Sierra Pacific

•South Central

•Southern

•Taiwan

•Western Canada





Our Impact
Sarah Detwiler, SIA’s Program Manager



Dream Programs 

& Education



Since 1972...

Primary financial provider

Educational Award

At least one dependent

Enrolled in educational program
(below graduate degree)

Clubs accepting applications August 1- November 15



to live their DREAMS

Girls are 
EMPOWERED



Invest in the DREAMS of 

half a million 

WOMEN and GIRLS 

through 

ACCESS TO EDUCATION.

2031 Big Goal

x 

500,000
empowered to live their dreams



SI/David, MX SI/Twin Cities, MNSI/Victoria Westshore, BC

Cooking Class Soroptimist Chromebook ProgramKwetlal Awards

Big Goal Accelerator Projects



Big Goal Accelerator Projects 
& Dream It, Be It

June 30 

Reporting

Strongly encouraged: 
report within 30 days



Live your Dream Awards applications

Planning projects

Conducting projects

Fundraising

What are members doing?



Resources

Technical assistance

Financial support

Soroptimist Club Grants

SIA Support

April 1



Thank You!ありがとう

¡Gracias!

감사합니다謝謝

Obrigado!

General Program: 

program@soroptimist.org

Live Your Dream Awards: 

LYDAwards@soroptimist.org



Leadership & Events
Nicole Simmons, SIA’s Assoc. Senior Director, 

Leadership & Volunteer Engagement





Fresh Eyes

Real Skills

Strong Clubs



What leadership really looks like...



What You Gain

















Philanthropy
Erica Cheslock, SIA's Director of Donor Relations



Fundraising is about...

sustaining the heartbeat of our organization

fueling our mission

& empowering our impact

Culture of Philanthropy



1.Online Trivia or Bingo Night

2.Giving Back @ Local Restaurant

3.Raffle or Silent Auction

4.Birthday Fundraiser on Social Media

5.Walk for Women

fundraiser ideas...



Individual Gifts

Ways to Give

Club Gifts

• One-Time Gifts

• Stargazer Monthly Giving

• Planned Giving

• Club Giving

• Founders Pennies





Erica Cheslock
Director of Donor Relations
Erica@soroptimist.org
+1-215-893-9000 x143any questions?



Governance
Lisa Mangiafico, SIA’s Assoc. Senior Director of 

Records and Risk Management



What is Governance?
• The process of oversight, accountability and sustainability 
• Necessary to accomplish our mission
• The process of making and implementing decisions



Governing Documents

SIA
BYLAWS

Authority

SIA
PROCEDURES

Administration

SIA SPECIAL 
RULES OF ORDER

Meetings



PROJECT: Federation-wide initiative to 

update and align SIA, region and club 

governing documents

GOAL: June 2028

CONTACT: Your Club President!

Interested in 
Governance?



Our Mission Matters
alignment = effective clubs = greater impact



10 Ways You Can 
Increase Awareness 

Kamali A. Brooks, SIA’s Assoc. Senior Director of Global Marketing

Simple actions every member can take...



Our mission—in your own words. 

Learn how to 
describe Soroptimist.



Your story may inspire someone 

else.

Share why you 
joined Soroptimist.

Share story here.



Make the connection naturally.

Talk about 
Soroptimist within 
your social circles.



Let the logo start a conversation.

Add one more 
accessory.



Help Soroptimist 
content reach more 
people.
Follow | React | Comment | Share



Extend a personal 
invitation.
One invitation can open the door. 



Help others see our 
impact.
Spot our impact—help tell the story.



Connect Soroptimist 
with your 
community.Your relationships can open new 

doors.



Help your club show 
up consistently.
Stories | Events | Media | Partners



Consider taking the 
lead.
Use your strengths to build visibility.



Start small.

Share what inspires you.

Let your enthusiasm lead the way!



https://bit.ly/SIA-Branding-Tools

Visit Recognition 
& Branding PageLogos | Messaging | Templates | How-Tos



Membership
Jackie Schrauger, SIA’s Membership Director





Me and my 25,000 closest friends...



Engagement
leads to lasting impact...



How to Attract New Members

Member 
Recruitment

• Reach Out

• Go Digital

• Be Inclusive

• Show Impact

• Engage Early



How we treat each other

Our Code 
of Conduct

shared understanding

shared values

shared impact
we’re here to help!



Member Care & Support

Email Phone

siahq@soroptimist.org 215 - 893 - 9000



We’re here 
to help!

LYDAwards@soroptimist.org

Program@Soroptimist.org 

Development@soroptimist.org 

Code@Sorotimist.org

Membership@soroptimist.org 

mailto:LYDAwards@soroptimist.org
mailto:Program@Soroptimist.org
mailto:Development@soroptimist.org
mailto:Code@Sorotimist.org
mailto:Membership@soroptimist.org
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