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July 30t — SIA Convention

Welcome Address by Renata Trottmann Probst, SIE President
Dear Soroptimists,

It is an immense pleasure and an honour to celebrate with you the 45th biennial Convention of Soroptimist
International of the Americas in Yokohama. | would like to praise your Federation for the organization of this
Convention, which gathers an impressive number of 3000 Soroptimists. | also wish to thank President Dawn
Marie for her invitation. | have been looking forward to coming here and meeting fellow Soroptimists from
across the globe.

Yokohama is a beautiful city, a symbol of openness and of commercial and cultural exchange. This cultural
exchange is central to our Soroptimist values. Thanks to our members’ curiosity and desire to understand each
other, we are the largest volunteer-based organization of professional women in the world. We speak different
languages, come from different countries and were educated in different cultures. Yet we share the same values
and have the same goals. We want to build a better world for women and girls!

Oakland, California, 1921, almost a hundred years ago: the first Soroptimist Club is founded by a group of 80
determined women. And look at where we are now! This one Club gave birth to four Federations, which cover
all the continents! My Federation, Soroptimist International of Europe is proud to be one of these four sisters.
Every day, our 34 000 members do their part to educate, empower, and enable women and girls across our 61
countries! Our motto this biennium is “We Stand Up for Women!” We believe that it is our duty to stand up for
all women and girls and be the voice of the voiceless! We want their dreams to become a reality.

And your Federation, Soroptimist International of the Americas, is doing so much in that direction! You make the
dreams of women and girls come to life thanks to your amazing “Live your Dream” Program. We are here today
to celebrate your achievements and plan the future. | cannot wait to learn more about your projects and your
Federation’s tremendous work for women and girls.

Finally, | am very interested to see the governance decisions that will be made here in the coming days. | am
here to learn from how other Federations work, and | believe we all have much to learn from each other! | also
look forward to the cultural events that will take place. | can’t wait to discover the programme that your
Federation has prepared for us and look forward to making new friendships in the course of the week. | hope
we all will enjoy these few days, and | wish you a wonderful Convention!
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SOROPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL OF THE AMERICAS

July 30t — SIA Convention
Welcome Address by Sue Williams, SIGBI President-Elect

SI President Mariet, S| Americas President Dawn Marie, Soroptimist sisters and guests it’s a great pleasure to
join you today at the 45th Convention of SI of Americas in Yokohoma. This convention is set to inspire us all and
to reinvigorate our efforts to empower, enable, and education women and girls globally.

| bring you greetings from SIGBI President Susan who is unfortunately unable to be here today and from
Soroptimists across my Federation of Great Britain and Ireland.

| am excited to be here today to represent the member of SIGBI in my role as President Elect. This is a fantastic
venue and as the convention opens | feel extremely proud to be taking part in the Writing of our Wishes. | look
forward to making, and renewing, friendships whist hearing about the tremendous work that Soroptimists do to
improve the lives of women and girls, locally, nationally and internationally.

| know that we will all appreciate the kind hospitality of members from across the Americas during our stay in
Yokohoma. Japan is a vibrant and forward-thinking country. It has blended its historical traditions, guarding
centuries old traditions, whilst embracing its technological advances. A country which has offered us, as
delegates and guests, the hand of friendship, in order that we may be inspired and motivated to learn more
about its people and its traditions.

This approach is central to what makes us Soroptimists. We recognise what women have achieved in the past to
make our world more tolerant, we walk in their footsteps, these are the footsteps of giants. We build on their
work to shape that of our own so that we can meet the challenges faced by women in our lifetime and those of
women in the future. We offer the hand of friendship to other Soroptimists so that we can learn from each
other. We extend the hand of friendship to women and girls and we work with them to improve their lives and
in doing so, we also enrich our own lives.

We are all from different backgrounds, countries and Federations. However, there is more that binds us
together as Soroptimists than keeps us apart. Our shared vision for the future, as Soroptimists, helps us to make
the maximum impact on both our own lives and the lives of women and girls we have not yet met. We do this in
the sure and certain belief that we can create a better world, one where women and girls feel equal and are
empowered to do their best.

President Susan’s strapline this year has been to “Empower Today, Enable Tomorrow” which sums up the work
of Soroptimists across SIGBI.

1709 Spruce Street | Philadelphia, PA 19103 | 215-893-9000 | siahg@soroptimist.org | Soroptimist.org | LiveYourDream.org
© Soroptimist International of the Americas



Working in Meru, in Kenya, members of SIGBI are ensuring that women develop sustainable employment in
agriculture. We are providing tools and seeds to ensure that women can earn an income and feed a family. We
are informing girls of alternative rites of passage rather than being subjected to FGM.

Across the UK we have been raising awareness of modern day slavery through our Purple Teardrop campaign
and through the support we provide for safe houses for those rescued from this oppressive practice.

We continue to promote Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths to women and girls as potential career
opportunities. Many clubs across our Federation support Skirting Science events to raise awareness of the
possibilities of working in the field of STEM.

Clubs support water and sanitation through the international project of Women, Water and Leadership. In
addition, many clubs build toilets in countries in our Federation and beyond as part of toilet twinning. Indeed,
our first cub in a secondary school twinned every toilet in the school by building toilets in others part of the
world.

We are here today to celebrate what S| Americas does to support the lives of women and girls and to hear about
what you plan to do next. Your work is tremendous, it is something that we can all learn from and | am looking
forward to hearing everything that you do to inspire women and girls to create positive lives in the future.

Together we can all achieve more, together we are a force to be reckoned with, together we make a difference
and together we inspire each other and can create peaceful communities worldwide.

| hope you enjoy the Convention. | am certainly looking forward to learning from you and from the amazing
work that you do. Thank you for offering me the Soroptimist hand of friendship and | look forward to developing
greater links across our Soroptimist world so that together we can continue to make a difference to the lives of
women and girls.
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SOROPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL OF THE AMERICAS

July 30t — SIA Convention
Welcome Address by Anusha Santhirasthipam, SISWP President

SI President Mariet, S| Americas President Dawn Marie and all my beloved Soroptimist sisters and distinguished
guests.

| am greatly honoured and thrilled to be here at this magnificent place to celebrate Writing Our Wishes. | thank
you for this opportunity to recognise, appreciate and express our gratitude for your amazing hospitality on the
occasion of the 45th Biennial Convention of SI Americas Federation.

We are all part of this beautiful family called Soroptimist International, a global voice for women and girls
transforming lives in local communities in 123 countries. May we always embrace our diversity with sincerity
and love in our hearts. It is our beauty and strength just like the splendid Sakura Blossoms of Japan.

| come from your sister Federation of South West Pacific, countries all around you, from Mongolia in the North
to New Zealand in the far South and many countries in between. Ours is an area prone to natural disasters,
cyclones, earthquakes and volcanic eruptions. Whatever happens, we are here to support each other in times of
trouble. Obstacles and resistance to change are part of the journey. It is not our destination. Like the rice
farmers who take calculated risks to grow their crops on fertile volcanic mountain slopes, we too must be
prepared for risks in an ever changing world.

Our leaders and members thrive on support. In many parts of the world people are feeling more and more
isolated. We Soroptimists will be peace makers and help people move from separateness to inclusiveness. Just
like the beautiful Bento Lunch Box that ensures perfect balance and gastronomic harmony.

As your neighbour, | bring you immense love, blessings and prayers in support of your dreams and wishes for
this Convention.

You are all bright shining stars and destined to achieve the very best with your sincerity, courage and dedication.

Together, may we all build more bridges and not walls. Indeed, tear down the walls that men build to separate
us.

| wish to take this opportunity to invite you all to come to Malaysia in July 2019 for SI World Convention where
you will be completely inspired and captivated by world renown speakers and our awesome Malaysian
hospitality.
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| invite you to come to Bali in May 2020 to be fully recharged at our SISWP Federation Conference that will be a
time of reflection, rejuvenation and restoration. It will be a magical experience to follow up from SI World
Convention 2019.

After Bali 2020, we will all be ready for prime time action at the Soroptimist Centennial celebration in 2021 in
California.

Our SISWP Federation Biennium Theme for 2018-2020 is "Embrace, Create and Prosper". We wholeheartedly
invite you to team up with clubs in our Federation in any of these 4 priority areas, inter-club skills exchange,
help mentor young creators, promote social enterprises and develop projects across borders.

All our countries have rural poor who need our Soroptimist programmes. May we join our hands and hearts to
carry out projects that prosper our rural women and communities in line with the UN sustainable development

goals.

May our hosts, the people of Japan always remain joyful, prosperous and peaceful. May the sun rise each day
bright and beautiful on this glorious nation of Japan.

Thank you.
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