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Washington, DC - 1928 Convention of Soroptimists of North America and Europe

“BEST FOR WOMEN”

FOR OVER 100 YEARS



Back in the day...

#SIAConv2024 Alameda County Soroptimists in a parade float, 1924



Over 100 years ago...

#SIAConv2024 Third anniversary of the Founding Club in Oakland, 1924



Providing WOMEN and GIRLS access to 

the EDUCATION and TRAINING they

 need to achieve economic empowerment

MISSION

#SIAConv2024



CORE VALUES

Gender 

Equality

Diversity & 

Fellowship
EmpowermentEducation

#SIAConv2024



Education

Big Goal
Women and girls 

deserve to lead full 

and productive lives 

through access to 

education.

to invest in the dreams 

of HALF A MILLION 

WOMEN and GIRLS 

through ACCESS to 

EDUCATION. 

#SIAConv2024

500,000



After BIG GOAL 2031

#SIAConv2024



How can you be responsive to the needs of 

women and girls in YOUR COMMUNITY?

#SIAConv2024
COMMUNITY ASSESSMENT



What support services for women and girls 

are already available in your community? 

#SIAConv2024

COMMUNITY ASSESSMENT



Connect Who do you 
already know?

#SIAConv2024



What is truly needed that does not already exist?

#SIAConv2024



Communicate

#SIAConv2024

Adapt to your 

participants

Be inclusive 

& equitable

Improve Existing Programs

Focus on supporting 

participants



#SIAConv2024

Improve Existing Programs

Celebrating Award Recipients



Adapt to your 

participants

#SIAConv2024

Pressure

Improve Existing Programs



Improve Existing Programs

Communicate

#SIAConv2024

Adapt to your 

participants

Be inclusive 

& equitable

Focus on supporting 

participants



#SIAConv2024

Be inclusive 

& equitable

Approach it as an invitation! 

**Do not pressure and place 

expectations. **

Improve Existing Programs



Communicate

#SIAConv2024

Adapt to your 

participants

Be inclusive 

& equitable

Improve Existing Programs

Focus on supporting 

participants



Communicate

#SIAConv2024

Improve Existing Programs

ASK QUESTIONS



#SIAConv2024

#1 TIP

Communicate



Communicate

#SIAConv2024

Adapt to your 

participants

Be inclusive 

& equitable

Improve Existing Programs

Focus on supporting 

participants



#SIAConv2024

Focus on supporting 

participants
Anticipate needs and consult 

with her!
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Privacy and Safety



Example: Facebook Post

#SIAConv2024

Option 2Option 1

Please see your handout.

Or



Example: Facebook Post

#SIAConv2024

Option 2Option 1

Which option is the best way 

to share?

Or



Example: Facebook Post

#SIAConv2024

Option 2Option 1 Or

Which option is the      

option?less ideal 



Example: Facebook Post

#SIAConv2024

Option 2less ideal 

focus on extreme details of her experiences

Dramatic and negative = victim role

Full name  - consent? 



EMPOWER

We aware of POWER DYNAMICS

HONOR her experiences by EMPOWERING her

#SIAConv2024

HER 

CHOICE

WOMEN and GIRLS are free to act in their OWN best interest



Best Practices

#SIAConv2024

• Confidentiality Agreements

Protect privacy!

Non-recipient applications: 

Keep 1 year

Recipient applications: 

Keep indefinitely



Best Practices

#SIAConv2024

• Confidentiality Agreements

Protect privacy!

• Media Consent Form

Allow participant to review what 

you will share publicly.

WELCOME THEIR INPUT!



Best Practices

#SIAConv2024

• Confidentiality Agreements

Protect privacy!

• Media Consent Form

• Standards for Working with 
Youth



Best Practices

#SIAConv2024

• Confidentiality Agreements

Protect privacy!

• Media Consent Form

• Standards for Working with 
Youth

• Make a clear plan to give 
award funds 

PLAN 

COMMUNICATE

CONFIRM



Let’s make our participants

 feel VALUED and SEEN!

#SIAConv2024

...like talking to an old friend.

Lisa Sagario Swett

Former Recipient
Live Your Dream Awards Region Chair

Camino Real 



DIVERSITY & FELLOWSHIP

#SIAConv2024

Biennial Convention

Yokohama, Japan

2018 



Please review the worksheet and 
answer the questions

Your Turn!

#SIAConv2024



Pair and Share

#SIAConv2024

Pick a partner and discuss!
• Areas of improvement
• Successes



Who would like to share?
Tell us 
about 

your club

#SIAConv2024



#SIAConv2024

Who would like to share?
Tell us what 
you learned 

about another 
club



THANK YOU

program@soroptimist.org

facebook.com/soroptimist

instagram.com/soroptimist

linkedin.com/company/soroptimistinternationaloftheamerica

s

twitter.com/soroptimis

t

youtube.com/@SIAH

Q#SIAConv2024

https://www.youtube.com/@SIAHQ
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